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Art Unit: 3652 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claim 26 is objected to because of the following informalities: The claim 
currently depends from canceled claim 25, for the sake of prosecution the examiner will 
assume the claim depends from claim 24 instead. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 15-16, 18, 20-25, 27, 29-32 and 44-45 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Barrett (US 2,703,184). 

Barrett discloses a chute 60 extending from the rear end of said vehicle and 
extending substantially the width of said vehicle, see figure 8, said chute having a 
slide surface with a top edge positioned proximate the lower edge of said portion, 
at 53, said slide surface extending away from said lower edge downwardly 
toward a bottom edge of said chute spaced from said support surface to be at or 
below the rims of the wheel structures and below said top edge of said chute, 
see figures 1 and 2; a receiving member 59 having a front edge attached to said 
bottom edge of said chute, a rear edge spaced from said front edge a distance to 
define a loading area, between the end near element 59 and the point at which it 
curves, and side walls 57 configured to retain said material thereon and guide 
said material deposited on the loading area towards the chute when the 
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apparatus is moved from a first position to a second position; a retaining wall, the 
back portion of 57, connected to and extending upward from said rear edge of 
said receiving member; wherein the retaining wall has a height selected to retain 
the material in the loading area but less than about the top of the rim of the tire; 
wherein the side walls extend about the loading area and have a height selected 
to retain the material in the loading area but less that about the top of the rim of 
the tire, the examiner notes that the limitation as currently written allows for the 
side walls to be taller than the rim of the tire as long as they are less than "about 
the top of the rim of the tire", here they are not much taller and therefore meet the 
limitation as written; a connector arrangement 53 for pivotally connecting said 
chute to a rear support member of said vehicle proximate said lower edge; and 
operation means 76 for moving said apparatus between said first position in 
which said apparatus extends away from said bottom with said receiving member 
disposed below said lower edge of said portion and above said support surface 
and said second position in which said loading area is raised sufficiently for the 
transfer of said material placed on said loading area onto said slide surface and 
toward said chute and toward said bottom; at least two side walls connected to 
and extending upwardly from said chute, wherein said side walls connected to 
said chute are configured to guide material from said loading area towards said 
storage area when said apparatus is in said second position; said loading area is 
a substantially planar platform disposed essentially horizontally above said 
support surface when the apparatus is in said first position; said receiving 
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member makes no contact with said support surface, when the device is in the 
second position; said receiving member and said chute are joined at an angle of 
greater than 90 degrees and less than 180 degrees; the planar platform is 
contoured. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 17, 19, 26 and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Barrett (US 2,703,184). 

Barrett discloses the side walls and retaining walls however fails to disclose they 
are less than 6 inches high. It would have been obvious to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time of invention, to limit the size of the walls to less 
than 6 inches since it has been held that where the general conditions of a claim 
are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or workable ranges 
involves only routine skill in the art. 

3. Claims 33-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Barrett (US 2,703,184) in view of Smith et al. (US 6,869,265). 

With regards to claims 33-34, 36, 38-41 and 45: 

Barrett discloses a chute 60 extending from the rear end of said vehicle and 
extending substantially the width of said vehicle, see figure 8, said chute having a 
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slide surface with a top edge positioned proximate the lower edge of said portion, 
at 53, said slide surface extending away from said lower edge downwardly 
toward a bottom edge of said chute spaced from said support surface to be at or 
below the rims of the wheel structures and below said top edge of said chute, 
see figures 1 and 2; a receiving member 59 having a front edge attached to said 
bottom edge of said chute, a rear edge spaced from said front edge a distance to 
define a loading area, between the end near element 59 and the point at which it 
curves, and side walls 57 configured to retain said material thereon and guide 
said material deposited on the loading area towards the chute when the 
apparatus is moved from a first position to a second position; a retaining wall, the 
back portion of 57, connected to and extending upward from said rear edge of 
said receiving member; wherein the retaining wall has a height selected to retain 
the material in the loading area but less than about the top of the rim of the tire; 
wherein the side walls extend about the loading area and have a height selected 
to retain the material in the loading area but less that about the top of the rim of 
the tire, the examiner notes that the limitation as currently written allows for the 
side walls to be taller than the rim of the tire as long as they are less than "about 
the top of the rim of the tire", here they are not much taller and therefore meet the 
limitation as written; a connector arrangement 53 for pivotally connecting said 
chute to a rear support member of said vehicle proximate said lower edge; and 
operation means 76 for moving said apparatus between said first position in 
which said apparatus extends away from said bottom with said receiving member 
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disposed below said lower edge of said portion and above said support surface 
and said second position in which said loading area is raised sufficiently for the 
transfer of said material placed on said loading area onto said slide surface and 
toward said chute and toward said bottom; at least two side walls connected to 
and extending upwardly from said chute, wherein said side walls connected to 
said chute are configured to guide material from said loading area towards said 
storage area when said apparatus is in said second position; said loading area is 
a substantially planar platform disposed essentially horizontally above said 
support surface when the apparatus is in said first position; said receiving 
member makes no contact with said support surface, when the device is in the 
second position; said receiving member and said chute are joined at an angle of 
greater than 90 degrees and less than 180 degrees; the planar platform is 
contoured. 

Barrett fails to disclose the operation means includes a cable and winch 
mechanism, the cable extending from the winch and attached to a receiving 
member, the winch able to wind in and out the cable to move the receiving 
member between a deployed position and a transfer position. 

Smith et al. (Smith) discloses an operation means includes a cable 24 and 
winch mechanism 14, the cable extending from the winch and attached to a 
receiving member, the winch able to wind in and out the cable to move the 
receiving member between a deployed position and a transfer position, see 
figure 1 . Because both Barrett and Smith teach actuators that rotate an end 
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loading mechanism for transport, it would have been obvious to a one having 
ordinary skill in the art, at the time of invention to substitute one rotational 
actuator for the other for the predictable result of rotating the loading structure to 
a transport position. 
With regards to claims 35 and 37: 

The Barrett in view of Smith combination discloses the side walls and 
retaining walls; however, fails to disclose they are less than 6 inches high. It 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art, at the time 
of invention, to limit the size of the walls to less than 6 inches since it has been 
held that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, 
discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. 
With regards to claims 42 and 43: 

Barrett fails to disclose the operation means includes a cable and winch 
mechanism, the cable extending from the winch and attached to a receiving 
member, the winch able to wind in and out the cable to move the receiving 
member between a deployed position and a transfer position. 

Smith et al. (Smith) discloses an operation means includes a cable 24 and 
winch mechanism 14, the cable extending from the winch and attached to a 
receiving member, the winch able to wind in and out the cable to move the 
receiving member between a deployed position and a transfer position, see 
figure 1 . Because both Barrett and Smith teach actuators that rotate an end 
loading mechanism for transport, it would have been obvious to a one having 
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ordinary skill in the art, at the time of invention to substitute one rotational 
actuator for the other for the predictable result of rotating the loading structure to 
a transport position. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 15-24 and 26-45 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JOSHUA I. RUDAWITZ whose telephone number is 
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(571 )272-7856. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 7:30 A.M. 
-5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saul Rodriguez can be reached on 571-272-7097. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/J.I. R./ /Saul J. Rodriguez/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3652 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art 

Unit 3652 * 


